
WASHINGTON.
flPhe Back Pay On^t Cwtenion

In the F^ase.

Confirmations by/the Senate and the
President's.Jfrrther Nominations.

TMx. OoxV Resolution to Give
Cuba^Belligerent Rights. I

SKOKTUY 10BES0N WANTS $6,000,000.
WA8DINOTON, Dec. 9, 1873.

Hr. /«nk^ Resolution to Acknowledge]Onbee Belligerency. j
Mr. <©ox,/of New Vara, led off in the House to-day

mreeeogwMng Cohan belligerency with the follow-1
iln/2.tainLrrcgolisticm:.H

Whereas the Inhabitants of a portion of thH
MepubUc of Spain.to wit, the Island of Cuba.
htove Men waging war against. Spain lor a

fMertod of moro than lire years, the existence
¦f which war lias been and la acknowledged
Hy Spain to Sundry public acta and document!;
pnd whereas during thla war Spain has
Seen allowed to supply her armies and
hivj from the factories, dockyards and
mrseaals of this country with every mate-
Mai requisite oi warfare, while the Cubans, in
MMreet opposition to a fair spirit of neutrality, have
keen denied almilar advantages to vessels freighted

SMBth arms and ammunition destined for the cu-
^Rns, in accordance with the legal rights of Ameri¬
can citizens to trade in arms with peoples and
Powers who are at war, In the exercise ol what
has been declared by the Executive and a federal
'court to he a legitimate voyage, which vessels have
An violation or law and equity been detained and
'Subjected to delay* by an unllalr perversion of
justice, to the detriment or the interests
.i American cutaens; and whereas measures
'ghould be adopted to proteet the rights and'inter-
>«sts of American citizens engaged in legitimate
commeroe and to prevent the recurrence cf losses
"Which may arise from the fact that this govern¬
ment baa not yet acknowledged the existence of
the Republic of Cuba; and whereas a majority of
the republics or this hemisphere have recognized
the belligerence of Cuba, which acts have tacitly
.been admitted by Spain to be not incompatible
with a spirit of amity toward Spain; that Spain
herself, by acknowledging the independence of
sundry republics ou this Continent, once her
colonies, has acknowledged the rights they had to

' wage war for their independence as Ouba is to-day
fighting for hers, and that by the principles

<«t international law an inherent right Is
"¦ nested in the sovereignty of every In¬
dependent nation to declare when convenient
the existence of belligerence between other nations,

. *« between inhabitants of any integral portion of
Such nation, and that the rendering ol assistance
to all peoples straggling 1n this hemisphere for the
bights of self-government, by all Just means not In
contravention of International law, is a thorough
American policy consonant with the principles on
whteh our American Independence Is based; and
wheraa* the recent atrocities in connection with
the steamer Virginias have given added signifi¬
cance to the action which the United States gov¬
ernment should take in the premises, therefore

Resolved by the Senate and Houee or Represent¬
atives of the United states of America in Congress
Assembled, That a state of war is hereby recog¬
nized between the Republic of Spain and the bo-
called Republic of Cuba, and we nereby declare
ftipth parties entitled to rights conceded to belli¬
gerents by international law.
During the reading of the foregoing preamble

And resolution the profoundest attention was paid
by the House, but on a motion to suspend the rules
And adopt them 40 democrats voted in the afflrma-

SHtve, and about 200.the republican strength of the
Hlonse.insisted that the resolution should oome
before the House in the regular way.
Ilentagogae Monday.The Salaries Bill

and the Sinners.
r To-day will be remembered in tbe annals of the
Morty-thlrd Congress on the side of tbe House as
demagogue Monday. Mr. Hall, of Maine, on behalf
»f tbe special committee appointed to boll down
the bill spresented repealing the salary bill, submit¬
ted a bill, tbe substance or which was published in
iniese despatches of yesterday. It followed the re¬
fusal of the House to give belligerent rights to
Cuba. The House was not in a giving or a forgiving
Rood. Mr. Dawes wanted the matter fully dis¬
cussed. The longer his back pay was at Interest
the greater wouid be his income. Mr. Garfield
grant into history for a precedent for back pay.
|lr. Poland was factious under his wig about ab¬
sent backpay grabbers, and wanted a strong
resolution served on the unrepentant. Mr.
Bawley, of Connecticut, cried "Amen!" So
)did Mr. bawes. The Falstaff of the House said
he had taken a solemn oath, an iron-clad
oath in fact, to obey tbe laws of the
land, which, Interpreted, meant-Get all yon can;
keep all yoa get. Avartclous members grumbled
because tbe President's salary permitted specula¬
tion. Finally Mr. Halo said, when he discovered
the House was tired alscnselng the bill, he would
¦love the previous question, so the debate will be¬
gin to-morrow. Two hundred and fifty members
at least have 20-mlnnte speeches to make, making
the debate on back pay and increase pay some,
fining tearful to contemplate.
Secretary Robeson Asks for Approprla<
tlone.94,000,OOO for Work Done and
.1,000.000 for Work Mow Heeded,
The Secretary of the Navy to-day sent the follow-
ng letter to tbe Bpeaker of the House of Repre-
gentatives, which baa been referred to the Commit¬
tee on Appropriations:.

Under the circumstances of the present emer-
eH, 1 am compelled to ask that a special appro-1¦on be made to cover the expenses or putting^^¦on-elads and cruise navy 01 the United States
fin a condition for immediate and active service. 1
Have taken measures to put every avsilable Iron
nnd wooden ship of our navy in a condition lor im¬
mediate duty. 1 have ordered all the ships
.f tne various squadrons within reach to
rendesvons at Key West. I am enlisting
men to supply and fill np the crews of all our ves¬
sels. 1 have accumulated materials, provisions
nnd supplies for their maintenance and support.
nnd ordnance, ammanltioa and all tbe weapons of
¦aval warfare for their use. The circumstances
which have constrained the Department to this-
nnoana! activity and consequent expenditure are
known to von and to the oonntry. The fact that
they occurred during the recess of Congress made
It necessary that I should myself assume the re-
nponi4u(lity of prompt action, relying uponthe wisdom and Justice 01 the people and
their repit'sentatlves for support. I have
not aa yet exceeded the appropriations
for the current year, bnt these measures,
with the ooet of preparing, transporting and con¬
centrating everything necessary to carry tnem out
Have already almost exhausted tbe money of the |working onreans of the Departments, and this
most be supplied at onoe If the work is to go on.
The cost or patting oar lron-clads in service, a
work already undertaken and, in some instances, I
far advanced, will also require a large approprl-1
atlon. The amount required to reimburse the bu¬
reaus so aa to carry them through this year, ana
.also to put all our available monitors 11 order, will
not be less than $4,000,000. If our force is to be in-|
creased or if the powerful double-turreted moni-l
tors Mlantonomab, Monadnook and Puritan are to
lie pnt in condition for usefulness at least $1,000,000
'more will be required.

The Secretary had a long conference with the
^Committee on Appropriations to-day, and will]kave another to-morrow. I
Th« uniagN Whlpytag ia "Boss" Shop-

karri as Governor,I
\ The Washington "Ring," which bears the same
gelation to Congress that the Casino BspaAoi does
to the Captfiia general of Havana, having shaped
¦the District Oomnmteedn both Houses to suit their
Jobs, farther demonstrated its power to-day by
Whipping la the repnbllcan Senators to confirm
"Boss" Sbenherd as Governor. The democratlo
Menstors refused to be present In executive ses-1
¦ion, lest the odium of the act should taint their
jjolitleal lives forever. I
*The Chlsf Juatleeahlp Rtl)l Unsettled.

| Mo definite action has yet been taken by tbe
Reuate Committee on Jndiciary on the nomination
««f George H. Williams to be Obief Justice. Tbe
.subject will be resnmed in committee on Thursday
«r FMday next. I
Ths Sjradlcate Mot To Be Revived.
The Myndiente is net in a fair way to be revived.

The European bankers refuse to combine with the
firm of Jay Cooke, MdUnuough A Co., and the
Secretary of the Treasury is not disposed to humor
the exclusive notions of tbe aristoeratle money
changers. It will probably be some time before a
new Syndicate acceptable to the Treasury Depart-
Beat eaa be formed. I

I'eelruttons by the Senate. I
The Senate in exeentlvs session to-day confirmed

-She following nominations:- I
JMrtn Wnikcf to be District lh|it for tkol

werwieD£2!2*ffitiSl2£22*22i2for
aachvaette; W. ft Lnrtz, for tte We#tern District
of Virginia; WtQiam W. Bellaon, for the District of
Minnesota; Rufua Mailory, tor the DUtrlct of
Oregon; Robert N. McLaren, Marshal tor the Dl»-
triot 01 MliMeaota; George R. Maxwell, Marshal for
the Territory of Utah: Henry *. Ltadermim,
Director of tte Mint; John Eokteldt,
melter and refluer at tte San Franclsoo
Miat; Jenerson T. Bgheox. ooiaer at the Han
Francisco Mint; Heary C. Mail, of Connecticut,
Consul General at Havana; Ihnjaaiin Gerrish, Jr.,
of New Hampshire, consul at Bordeaux: Joseph J.
Henderson, or Oregon, Conmrt st Arnory; Kmory
P. Beaschsxpp, of Indiana, Ooaonl at Alx la Cnap-
peBe; John u Near, of Michigan, Consul at Wind¬
sor, Canada; Louis E. Cropsoy, of Nebraska, Con-
sal at Obemritz; A. Brtdgeland, of Indiana, Consul
ah Havre; Samuel L. Glasgow, of Iowa, Consul
at Glasgow; Isaac H. Moulton, Surveyor oi Cus¬
toms lor La Crosse, Wis.; William w. Copeland,
Surveyor of Customs lor Omaha, Neb.; H. P.
Carter. Surveyor of Customs for St. Joseph, Mo.

collectors oj Internal Xewnue..William B. Elliott,
First Pennsylvania; Edward EL Chase, Twelfth
Pennsylvania; David P. Williams, Fifteenth Penn¬
sylvania; Jonathan Merriman, Eighth Illinois;
John Tillson, Fourth Illinois; Adam Vose, Third Illi¬
nois; William L. Fierwald, Fourth Virginia; Alva
C. Knight, lor Florida; Andrew P. Sbattuck, First
Mississippi; David F. Holltster, Second Connecti¬
cut; Benjamin F. Wains, Ninth Massachusetts.
A. K. Easton, of Missouri, to be Pension Agent

at St. Louis; David 8. Ooodloe, Pension
Agent at Covington, Ky.; Alexander R. Shep-
pard. Governor of the District of Columbia:
Samuel Gedney, to be a member 01 the Council of
the Legislative Assembly of the District of Colum¬
bia ; John R- Blade and Henry A. Wlllard to be
memoers of the Board of Public Works of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia; Richard Harrington to be
Secretary of the District of Columbia: John M.
Rhodes, of Connecticut to be Third Lieutenant In
the Revenue Service; Frederick L. Rockwood, ot
Maine, Third Lieutenant in the Revenue Service:
Frederick A. Connor, of Massachusetts, to be
Second Lieutenant in the Revenue Service.
Postmasters..Henry H. Howe, ltnaca, N. J.;

James McLean. Mercer, Pa.; Newton Wells, Reno-
va, Pa.; James A. Gibson, Foxburg, Pa.; A. o. New-d
pheo, MiUensville, Pa.; O. O. Tichenor, Conneant-I
vllle, Pa.; Benjamin P. Ensingle, Pittston, Pa.;
James S. Slocnm, Scranton, Pa.; John A. Wyler,
Allegheny, Pa.; Thomas D. Thomas, Hyde Park,
Pa.; Leander M. Morton, Milton, Pa.. Robert Den-
nison, Warren, Pa.; John S. WilgUB, Browns¬
ville, Pa.; Robert W. Cram, Petrolia, Pa.;
J. K. West, St. Clonrl, Minn; Joseph Bobteller,
|New Dim, Minn; John A. Harmon, Staunton, V&;
George vfr. Parm'enter, Brandon, Vt.; J. H. Orcutt,
Northfield, Vt.; R. w.

"Clark, Brattleboro, Vt.;
Russel Hyde, Bellows Falls, Vt.; William Marland,
Andover, Mass.; Augustus T. Jones, Nort Bridge-
water, Mass.; Francis P. Vincent, Vineyard Grove,
Mass.; Silas P. Blodgett, Hyde Park, Mass.; Ruins
C. Wood, Canton, Mass; John B. Bass, Qnincy,
Mass.; David W. Low, Gloucester. Mass.; Henry
A. Willis, TboinaBton, Me.; James W. Wakefield,
Bath. Me.; David A. Baldwin, New Milford, Conn.;
John Brown, Willimanttc, Ccnn.
Nominations Bent My the President to

the Senate.
The President sent the following nominations to

the Senate to-day:.'
Postmasters..Gerge B. Roberts, at Rochester,

N. H.; Mrs. H. A. Poland, at Nortn Brookfield.
Mass:; Bartlett Bent, at Middletown, Conn.;
Charles E. Bristol, at Ansonia, Conn.; James W.
Hill, at Waterbury, Conn.; Miles W. Brown, at
EaBt New York, N. Y.; Jesse E. Wills, at Cartba-
gena, N. Y.; Joseph Hudson, at Peekskill, N. Y.;
William Ward, at Newark, N. J.; L. D. Williams, at
Meadvllle, Pa.; Wm. M. Pyle, at Wilmington, DeL;
O. H. l»attle, at Warrington, Va.; Wm. E. Wil¬
liams, at Orangeburg Court House, S. C.; A. 8.
Richardson, at Chester Oonrt House, S. C.; Nelson
M. Page, at Fort Dodge, Iowa; L. A. Hamlin, at
Owasco, Mich.; M. L. Demotte, at Lexington, Mo.;
William H. Gilliam, at Seattle, W. T.; William H.
Mann, at Gillmau, 111; H. L. Boyce, at
Sycamour, 111.; Luclns Whitney, at Mor¬
ris, 111.; C. Y. Long, at Carthage, 111.; R. J. Mc-
Knlght, at Verden. ill.: Emory Gregg, at Fatrbnry,
111.; Cadet Taylor, at wenona, 111.; John R. Came¬
ron, at Ottawa, III.; Eliza J. Graves, at Onarga,
111.; Mrs. R. Trltt, at Farmer City, 111.; Thomas... -^fel -Moore, at Metropolis City, 111.; Daniel C. Hltt, at
Urbana, Ohio; Mrs. Lavenla Adair, at Portsmouth,
Ohio; Rufua A. Temple, at Santa Rosa, Cat.; M. J.Wright, at Vallejo, Cal.; John K. Johnston, at
Crete, Neb.; A. B. chamberlain, at Ashland, Neb.;
and Howard Wells, to be an assistant Burgeon In
the navy.

FLOGGING SCHOLARS BARBAROUS.

Letter from m Father.
Brooklyn, N. T., Dec. 7, 1873.

To the Editor op the Herald:.
I wish with you and every sensible man

to raise my voice against a return to the bar¬
barous practice of corporal punishment in our

public schools, and 1 send you the following ex¬
tract from a medical work by an eminent phy¬
sician in London, a Fellow of the Royal College of
Burgeons of England, and formerly President of
the Queen's College Medlco-Chlrurgical Society.
He says

I consider corporal nuiiishiSictfti In schools decidedly
Injurious both to tody ancr mind. Is it not paintul to
witness the pale cheeks and the dejected looks ot those
boys who are olten flogged r If their tempers are mild
their spirits are broken; if their dispositions are at all
obstinate the* become hardened and wilful and are
made little better than brutes A boy who it often
tint-Red loses that noble Ingenuousness and fine send
billtY so characteristic of youth. He looks upon his
school as his prison and his master as his jailor, and. as
he grows up to manhood, hates and despises the man
who has flo.ged him.. Corporal punishment is
revolting, disgusting and demoralising to the boy
and is degrading to the schoolmaster as a man
and aa a Christian. It schoolmasters must flog let them
flog their own sons. If they must ruin the tempers, the
dispositions and the constltations of boys they have more
rig)it to practise upon their own than on other people's
children. Oh, that parents would rsise.and that with
no uncertain sound.their voices against such abomina¬
tions. and the detestable cane would soon be banished
the schoolroom "I am confident that no boy," says
Addison, "who will not ba allured by letters without
blows will ever be brought to anything with them. A
great or good mind must necessarily be the worse for
such indignities, and It is a sad change to lose any of
lu virtue for the Improvement of Its knowledge.
No one has gone through what they call
a great school but roust have remembered to have
aecn children of excellent and ingenuous natures ias
have afterwards appeared in manhood).! say no man
has passed through this way of education but must have
seen an ingenuous creature, expiring with shame, with

Jtale looks, beseeching sorrow and silent tears throw up
ts honest eyes and kneel on its tender knees to an inex¬
orable blockhead to be forgiven the false quantity of a
word in making a Latin verse. The child U punished
and the next day he commits a like crime and so a third,
with the same consequence. I would lain ask any rea¬
sonable man whether this lad, m the simplic¬
ity of his native innocence, frill of shame
and capable of any impression from that
grace of soul, was not fitter lor any purpose in this
lite than after that spark of virtue was extinguished In
him, though he u able to write 'JO Latin verses in an even¬
ing?" How olten is corporal punishment resorted to at
school because the master is in a passion, and vents
his rage upon the poor schoolboy's unfortunate back t
Oh, the mistaken notion that flogging will make a bad-
behaved boy a good boy I It has the contrary effect '1
dnnno how'tis, sir," said an old farm laborer in reply to
a question from his clergyman respecting the bad be¬
havior of his children, 'T dunno how 'tis; I heats'em
till they're black and bine, and when thev won't kneel
down to pray I knocks 'em down, and yet thev ain't good."
In nearly a quarter of a contury's experience with soldiers
the writer has always, and without a single exception,found that flogging makes a good man bad and a bad
man worse, with equal truth ft may be said that with¬
out a single exception, flogging makes a good boy bad
and a bad boy worse. How many men owe their
ferocity to the callings they received when achoolboya?

n, and
one of
id. sel¬

dom caned a boy.not more than once or twice durlnm
the halt year; but when ho did cane him he charged for
the use of the cane each time in the bill, in order that
the parents might know bow many times their son had
been punished. At some public schoolsnowadays a boy Is
caned as many times in a day as the worthy Doctor
would have caned him In the whole half-year ; but then
the Doctor treated the boys ss gentlemen and trusted
much to their honor. Bat how many schoolmasters
trust much to tear, little to honor and treat them as brats
beasts ? It might be said that the discipline of a school
cannot he maintained unless the boys be frequentlycaned.that it must be either caning or expulsion. I
deny these assertions. Dr. Arnold was able to conduct
his school with honor to himself and with Im¬
mense benefit to the rising generation with¬
out either frequent eanings or expulsions.The humane plan, however, requires both trouble
and patience; and trouble some schoolmasters do not
like, and patience they do not possess. The use of the
cane it quick, sharp, decisive, and at the time effective.
If caning be ever necessary, which it might occasionallyhe.for the telling of lies, tor instance, or for gross im¬
morality.1st the head master himself be the only one to
.perform the operation; but 1st him not be allowed to
delegate it to others. A law ought in all public schools to
be in force to that effect. It is nigh time that something
were done to abate sncb disgraceful practices. Never
should a schoolmaster or any one else be allowed to
strike a boy npon bis bead. Boxing of the ears has some¬
times caused laceration of the dram of the ear and oon-
aeauent partial deai!>e<a for life, boxing of the ears in-
Kts the brain, and, therefore, the Intellect. It is the

nden duty ot every man to lilt up hit volee againstthe abominaDle, disgusting and degrading svstem ot flog¬ging and to warn Barents or the danger ana mischief of
sending hoys to those schools where flogging is, exceptin rare cases, permitted.
Pardon me for having taken up so mnch of

yonr valuable space, but it is a subject that In¬
volves the health, prosperity and happiness of our
children, and Is, tnereiore, a most important one
to every man who la, like myself, a FATHER.

A MYSTERIOUS ASSAULT.
Boston, Dec. 8, 1878,

Mr. Brltton, a States street broker, wsa severely
assaulted in his office a few weeas since, and the
case has created mnch Interest, from the feet that
he has positively refused to divnlge the name of
his assailant lor the reason that it would tend to
criminate himself. Mr. Brltton has reoovered, and
the District Attorney has brought the ease before
the Grand Jury. . ,The physicians who attended Mr. Brltton were
anmmeaed, but, on the ground that it woald be
dishonorable to divulge professional secrets, theyrefuted to testily. Judge Aldrieh decided that
they must, and they will do so befere the Grand
Jury on Tuesday. Brltton bas aworn that he did
Dot know who his assailant was, anil is now under
arrest on tbs charge of perjury.The caae has excited moe*attention because or
tbebellerthat very interesting developments mavbe nywo it logam conoa to mat.

AMUSEMEHTS.
"Horn" at Wwllwek'a-

Th« fcrarih of U>« present series of bow and old
comedies was played at Wallaok's Theatre last
Bight. The ptay was Mr. Robertson's cbarmlng
comedy of "Home," in which Mr. Lester Wailack
and Mr. John Gilbert acted their original parts.
Mr. Wallaek's colonel John White is a charming
piece of acting from beginning to end. He de¬
velops every phase of the part with remarkable
skill and grace, and presents a most complete
picture of what we may call a manly man. It is
the manliness of his rendering and Its extreme
freedom lrom anything that would not have been
done under the circumstances which ren¬
ders it such a perfect embodiment of the
Meal of the dramatist. Mr. Gilbert's Dor-
rtson was lull or the uuctuousnese and
beauty of a generous old age * and the
best test of the actor's merit was In the fact that
be did not make bis love lor the young widow ridi¬
culous but rather created sympathy with Its
earnestness. Mr. Edward Arnott played Captain
Mountraflb, the brother of Mrs. Pincnbeck. It was
the first time we have seen this actor under cir¬
cumstances to test bis capacity, and while his
performance was not remarkable It was tree from
that exaggeration which was a temptation difficult
to resist. In this ne shows a taste and discern¬
ment which augurs well lor his future. Mr. W. U.
Floyd as Bertie Thompson, the betrothed of Lucy
Dorrison, played the spooney lover with ease and

£leased the audience by his uneffected simplicity.
Llss Katberme Rogers was the Mrs. Pinchbeck, a

most difficult part, because of the equipoise
necessary to make Its rendition acceptable. If
we found fault with her acting It would be
that it was a little too stately, and yet this is mnch
better than to have rendered her Pinchbeck only
a pinchbeck, for It is impossible to suppose a
country gentleman like Mr. Dorrison would readily
fall In love with a woman who possessed the man¬
ners and exhibited the tastes of a vulgar adven¬
turess. The same reason induces us to complain
of her stateliness, and her acting would have Deen
better if Miss Rogers had thrown into the part a
little more of the captivating power which is at¬
tributed to Mrs. Pincnbeck. Miss Effie Germon as
Lucy was piquant and cnarming. As a whole the
performance was asdellghtfnlas it was satisfactory.
The farce 'lei on Parle Francats," in widen Mr.
Harry Beckett appeared, followed the comedy.
"Old Headi and Young Heart*" at the

Fifth Avenue.
Last evening Bonclcault's sparkling five act

comedy of his earlier and less meretricious days>
..Old Heads and Young Hearts," was produced at
the above theatre with a very perfect cast and
with admirable success. It bears the stamp ol that
period in English comedy when the young rakeB of
England were seen on the stage irom the most
hopeful side ol their natures. Full of humorous
situations, pointed in dialogue, ana, like its
brother, "London Assurance," never tripping in its
action, the purity of its tone is apt to make us re¬

gret that the dramatist has not kept his earlieT
works in view Instead of progressing into the gut¬
tering badness of the modern French school.
Littleton Coke, as played by Mr. George Clarke,

needs but very few touches to be a finished piece
of acting. He was in lull sympathy with his part,
and although easy and unconstrained, wants to
feel a trifle more at home in it before it can rank
beside the triumphs of comedy. Mr. Charles
Fisher, as the bluff, honest-natured brother Tom,
was nicely fitted, and presented one of those lite
pictures which are his forte. The Colonel Rocket
of Mr. Frank Hardenberg was as grimly comic as

Sossible, while the simple minded senility of JSsse
,ural was well rounded Dy Mr. Davidge. Lord

Charles Roebuck was capitally played by Mr.
George Parkes, while Bob, Littleton's ser¬
vant. was commendably presented by Mr. Owen
Fawcett. Miss Davenport as the dashing yonng
widow Lady Alice Hawthorne exhibited the arch¬
ness and coquetry which the rOle demands. Miss
Bara Jewett was engaging in ber simple part, and
the small part of the CounteBB Pompion was made
a feature by Mrs. G. H. Gilbert. It is very seldom
that comedy is so oompletely seen on any stage as
in this piece as played last night from the highest
to the lowest parts. It generally happens that
theatrical companies fit particular plays exactly
and are unfiled in others. This wise reflection Is
intended to lead to the suggestion that this com¬
edy be repeated a few times at least during the
scaBon as a contrast to the "emotional" dyspepticstuff which so enchants managers and public
nowadays. ««Kew Year's Eve" is announced for
this evening.
Academy of Music.Re i»tree of Signor

galvlni.
Last evening Blgnor Balvinl made his reappear¬

ance in this city after an absence of several weeks
in Philadelphia, 'Washington, Baltimore and Bos¬
ton. The audience was large and sympathetic.
The play was Voltaire's "Zaire." and when Signor
Salvlni entered, as Orosmanes, he was greeted with
that long and deep applause which is the spontane¬
ous expression ol the warmest admiration ana
respect. The tragedy of "Zalra" nas been meutioned
in the same breath as ..Othello." The only element
common to the two is that of jealousy. As
an exposition of human character and of
the lnter-play of contrastlve temperaments, of
oonrse these two masterpieces will not sustain
comparison with one another. It is sufficient to
the purpose to admit that Voltaire has handled
his theme with a powerful and picturesque touch,
and that his manipulation of it has been consid¬
erably aided by tbe local conditions among which
It was placed. The trageay principally concerns
itself with three characters.Orosmanes, the Bultan
of Jerusalem; Zaira, bis slave, and Nerestan, ber
orother. orosmanes has become enamored of his
captive and seeks to wed ber. He is not aware
of the relationship between her and Nerestan. In
an unfortunate hour Nerestan adjures her by her
love to her father to quit the palace of the
Saltan and to return to her home and the
religion of her ancestors. A letter, furthering this
design, and addressed by Nerestan to Zaira, la in¬
tercepted by orosmanes and construed by him into
a proposal for an assignation. Blinded by bis fury
he himself meets Zaira at the place and hoar ap¬pointed in the note, and stabs ber at the moment
she thinks she is grasping the hand of Nerestan.
Instant upon this comes Orosmanes' discovery of
the true relationship between them, when, over¬
come with horror and remorse, he puts an end to
his existence.

.This is the plot, stripped or all nnessentlals. How
well sntted Signor Salvuu Is to the portrayal of the
violent passions here indicated will easily be un¬
derstood by all who have seen his Othello. Oros¬
manes shares to some extent tne nature of the
Moor, without his intellect. It is a natnre fall
of generosity and sweetness, but capableof being stirred into an activity which seems, lor
the moment, oruel. It is one of Baivlni's chief
merits that he differentiates the same pasBion,
giving distinct embodiments to creations wbose
temperaments are partially alike. His greatest
scene last night was tbe last, after the killing ot
Zalra, and perhaps the most thrilling point In the
entire impersonation was bis exclamation of hor¬
ror at mistaking his cloak, which becomes tangledaround him, for the clinging form of the woman he
has Just deprived of life. Praise scarcely sec¬
ondary Is dne to tbe effort of Plamonti. Her Zaira
is an exceedingly gracious, subtle and sweet per¬
formance, an exquisite idiom, so to speak, in tbe
language or flesh and blood. "Bamson" will be
played to-morrow night.

Irish Drama at Booth's Theatre.
Falconer's Irish drama, "Eileen Oge," was

played last evening at Booth's Theatre. Mr. and
Mrs. Florence performed the parts of Bryan
O'Farretl and Bridget Magolre, which they have
made well known by the repetition of the play.
Betting apart the moral purpose lor wBlch all plays
are supposed to be written, the reason lor the con¬
struction of Irish dramas is not apparent. Mr.
Florence would probably say they are written,
first, for the pleasure of auditors, and secondly
as vehicles for display of his talent as an exponentH VCUIVICD IVI uiopiwy VI «'»v v- .- 1 ,T rof Irish character. The first reason would be
vague, for sketches, such as are given in a variety
performance, would serve equally with them; the
second reason would be falee, as Mr. Florence das
no ability as an actor In tbe Irish drama. He talks
tbe brogue like an inexpert imitator of a language
he cannot speak, and he conceives it only neces¬
sary to dance a jig or "hnrroo" to accurately pre¬
sent the Irish peasant to the imagination. Perhaps
It is wrong to Dlame Mr. Florence lor doing exactly
as some or his predecessors did and contemporaries
do yet. Still, ne should not have copied anybody
but the peasant whom he assumes to depict.

Rlblo's.The Children In the Wood.
The Yokes family appoared at this theatre last

evsnlng in a spectacular burlesque, tbe handiwork
of a London playwright. It bears on the bills the
formidable title of "original, dramatic, musical,
comical, fairy spcotacnlar extravagansa," what¬
ever that may mean. It Is an unadulterated spec¬
tacle, such as we are favored with nowadays, pos¬
sessing no claims to be considered dramatic art
It was very handsomely placed on the stage, some
of the scenes surpassing the "Black Crook," If not
in splendor, in what is more valuable, taste com¬
bined with richness of design. The transforma¬
tion scene at the close Is the hesl. of
the kind that this theatre has exalted
since spectacle became Its specialty. The next
featnre of the representation tnat ceils for particu¬
lar commendation »the ballet, which in thei group¬
ings of the forest scene in the seoond act, with
children in the disguise ofw'S'-SvgfisrA?

talents. It ta unnecessary to alhide to the niot, or
rather tbe succession of Incongruous incidents that
necessitated tbe existence or a cast. Tbe peculiar
talents of tbe Yoke* family, tbe extraordinary
aclltty aad elasticity of limb of Fred Votes,
the hordeuiiib and' merry character of the
sisters, Mbates Victoria and Roalna, as the children
under the care of thu cruel uncle, and the dancing
attainments of Mies Jessie and Kawdon, had an
ample opportunity for display which they Improved
to urn extent of making a genuine hit in those par¬
ticulars. Unfortunately there were many songs
distributed throughout the spectacle, and the ab¬
sence of voices capable of singing them rendered
tbelr Introduction anything but agreeable. Mr.
Cahlll undertook with success the obaracter of a
erlmtnal ruffian. The piece will depend for Its suc¬
cess upon the scenery and ballet, and may prove a
formidable rival to the hitherto unconquerable
"Black Crook."
Mr. John MeCalloagh At the New Park

Theatre, Brooklyn.
The merits of Bulwer*s "Richelieu" are weij

known to all playgoers. It Is unquestionably, so

fkr as the author is concerned, a great dramatic
effort. It ia not without faults; but it has many ex¬

cellencies, and, judging from the past, It Is likely
long to keep Its place on the stage. It Is one oy
those plays which must be got up In a superior
style. If the characters are tmperlectly sustained
and If the stage surroundings are inferior the play
degenerates into a larce.
Last night, at the Park Theatre, Brooklyn, this

piece was put upon the stage in a style which com¬
manded the admiration of a large and apprecia¬
tive audience. So lar as upholstery went there
was little to be desired. It is pleasing, also, to be
able to add that in the main tbe acting was good.
The principal characters were well sustained. Mr.
John McCullough, who played tbe title rOle,
comes to us with a nigh reputation from
tbe West; and, judging from his first appearance
In these parts, we are not unwilling to concede him
great ability. It was somewhat daring to select
lor his first appearance the difficult character of
Richelieu. The result, however, justified his dar¬
ing. From the commencement to the close he
never allowed the attention of the audience to flag.
Some of the passages were admirably rendered,
and he was repeatedly called before the curtain.

BOPOIOAPIiT "LED ASTRAY."
To thMEditob of the Herald:.
Tbe Herald dramatic critic is scarcely just In

yesterday's Herald to the Uuion Square Theatre,
Us management and its company. That the play
Is not "original" goes without saying. Boucicault,
in his egotistical but truthful speech, frankly ad¬
mitted it. It was, indeed, almost an affront to the
intelligence of the public for the daily journals to
tell them that Octave Leniilet wrote the "l'enta-.
tion." Nobody expects originality from Bouci¬
cault now-a-days. No man, not even Shakespeare,
ooold keep the leading theatres of two capitals
(New Tork and London) and innumerable provin¬
cial towns In plays and'be always "original." Let
nsbe satisfied if he is always good. Tbe author of
"Old Heads and Young Hearts," "London Assu¬
rance," "Louis XL," "Colleen Bawn" and "Arrah*
Na Pogne" could nut write a bad play ir he tried.
"Astray" is not a bad play. Of the moral we

need not Bpeak. It was a decided, an electric
success. A crammed bouse hung on the words of
the author from the rising 01 the curtain to its
going down. No one leit, not even the Most' critics.
That is a crucial test. When the audience came
forth there was a general buzz of congratulation
and delight from every quarter. In my opinfou
it 1b scarcely rtglit to judge a play by a
first night's performance. Crndeness and Irregu¬
larity must to a certain exist, Jnst as in tbe trial
trip of the must perfectly appointed steam
yacht; much is improved to insure fu¬
ture perfection. But "Astray,'* except in
a lew minor points, left nothing for author or
stage manager to change. One delect was the dis¬
proportionate length of the acts. The first act
occupied 6a minutes, the last 18. The playing was
not bad, as your critic states. Bis standard of ex¬
cellence Is pitched too high for this work-a-day
world. There Is not a company In all London
which could have represented this comedy with
such fire, Intelligence, address and well-bred finish
of costume and manner as that of the Union
Bquare Theatre, not even Marie Wilton's (Prince
01 Wales) or Buckstone's Haymarket Company.
Granted that Boucicault is egotistical, egotism aud
genius go hand in hand; but let the public
seriously ask itself what would we do on the stage
if Boucicault bad never written for it #

PLAYGOER.

AET MATTERS.

Brooklyn Art Association.
The fourteenth season of the Brooklyn Art Asso¬

ciation was- opened last evening by a reception,
the twenty-seventh of the kind, held in the Art
Bonding and Academy of Music, of that city.
About 400 pictures were hung, but of these only a

very small proportion were worth admiration.
We remarked yesterday that these receptions al¬
ways attracted attention; but we should have ex¬

pressed ourself more accurately if we had added
that their attention was due to the very lew pic¬
tures ratuer than to the many. It is at all times
an ungrateful task to point out what is execrable
and thus to confer a certain notoriety upon artists
who would do better to remain in obscurity,
or to turn their industry into channels
lor which nature has better fitted them,
it is pleasant to be able to add that
in the present case such a task is as unnecessary
as it is impossible, for the bad artists in Brooklyn,
as well as in this city, are petty generally recog¬
nized as bad, and we have not the space at com¬
mand in which to enumerate ail the false and
mean expressions which last evening disfigured
the walls 01 the Brooklyn Art Building. Turn we
to the good things instead. Most 01 these have
already been described in these columns, and are
contributions ol New York artists. Here aud there
were luterspersed a few pictures by foreign hands,
such as some children by Meyer von Bremen, and
some cunningly painted figures of fashionably
dressed ladies by Caraud. Chief among the excel¬
lencies was Mr. J. Beauiain Irving's Meissonier-
like elaboration, named "The Recital," which has
already been described at length in this
department, and which is the most power¬
ful and delicate piece of work Mr. Irvinghas yet given to the world.so powerful and deli-
fate, in Tact, that every connoisseur who sees it
will wish that the artist possessed the opportunity
of perfecting bis studies abroad. Then there are
some excellent mariues by William F. and M. F. H.
de Haas.noticeably by the latter, the "Moonlight
View at sea," which has just been completed by
him, was exhibited by Moore, of Union square, lor
a day or so, and deserves to be classed among Mr.
M. F. H. de liass' best works. Mr. Thorn has two of
his large pictures; one a snow scene, representing
peasants, seen by torchlight, going to cborch;
one a scene in the open country, filled with
rustics, in wooden shoes; both pictures painted
with that quaint sympathy and rustic lite
which distinguishes this artist. There are some
excellent marines by Brlcher, one of the most rap-
Idly advancing of our younger artists in this line
of work; a landscape or two by Casilear, lull of
quiet and peace; some well drawn and well
painted cattle by James Hart and several autumn
views by his brother William, though not in Wil¬
liam Hart's very best style. "The Morning Bath,"
by Eastman Johnson, jostly won much admiration,and so did one or two strong pictures by S. R. Gif-
iord, showing openings among mountain tops,wreathed with mist and showered with sunshine.
Mr. E. L. Henry had a small interior, very lelictt-
ouHly hit off, apropos of olden times, when the spin¬
ning and delf ware were in vogue. These were
among the principal attractions, bnt as a whole
the exhibition was poor. It will be open to tbe
public on and after to-day.

LONG IBLAND CITY.
The Mayoralty (gnestlon Determined.
Opinion of Mr. William M. Evarti.
The controversy between Mayor Debevoise and

certain members of the Board of Aldermen came
to a focus a few days since, by a claim being made
by Alderman Hnnter, that the Mayor, Mr. Debe¬
voise, was tinder impeachment by the Com¬
mon Council, and that he, as President of
tbe Board of Aldermen, was entitled to
act as Mayor. He thereupon drew a war¬
rant upon the City Treasurer. Mr. Horan,
is favor of Solomon B. Noble, for some
claim upon the city. It then became necessary for
Mr. Horan to have the question determined as to
the pretensions of Mr. Hunter, and. for tbe pur¬
pose of obtaining the best legal opinion In the
country, he consulted the Mr. William M. Evarts,who, upon consideration of the question, rendered
the tollowlhg opinion, which, of coarse, authori¬
tatively settles it:.
Mr. Evarts, alter citing in fall the different sec¬

tions of the Long IsiAnd city charter bearing on the
subject, concludes as follows :.

I have examined the charter of Long Island City and
considered Its true construction, as won a* the operation
upon the provisions of the charter of the constitution ofthe applicable to the subject, and am of opinionthat the City Treasurer cannot accept the signature of
Mr. Uunter, as "acting Mayor," to warrants, but mast
require the signature of Mr. Debevoise, the Mayor. The
Mayor la not "under impearbement" by valid or opera¬tive proceeding of any competent authority, and exercise
of the function of Mayor by tbe President ol the Board
of Aldermen is wholly unwarranted*.

WILLIAM M. EVARTS.

A YOUNG NEW YOBI THIEF IN TBENTON.
A yonth giving his name and address as WiiiiamA.

Hewett, No. 680 West Fiftieth street, New York, was
arrested in Trenton last evening, on the charge ol
stealing a watch, two gold rings aud a chain from
the Jewelry store of E. H. Murphy, of the latter
city, while bargaining for another lot of jewelry.He acknowledged the theft and pleaded hunger in
extenuation. He said he left home three weeks

Kin search of a situation in a theatre. He is
eare of age, crossed with good taste, qnlck In

specimen of the New

OBITUARY.
Rt«Ht Rev. Bilhop Armlt«|«.

Right Re?. Dr. Armitage, Bishop of Wisconsin,
died at Bt. Lake's Hospital, in this city, on tne
'morning of Sunday, the 7th inst. The news of his
demise will hnng great surprise, as well as grief,
to bis many friends and the members of the dis¬
tant congregation. His more intimate associates
were aware, however, that his lite has been in
deadly peril daring some montbB past, owing to the
existence of a tumor at the base of bis spine. He
came to New York last week to undergo an opera¬
tion, which proved nnsuccessiul, for the shock to
his system was so great that be survived only a
few hours. Up to the last be retained his conscious-
uess, and his death bed was surrounded by his
nearest relatives and by several clergymen of his
Church to whom he was personally known.
Alter a successful ministry at Portsmouth.
N. H., and elsewhere Dr. Armitage was. in isee,
elected Assistant Bishop of Wisconsin, over which
diocese Bishop Kemper was then presiding. On
the death of Dr. Kemper, in 1870, Bishop Arinltage
succeeded to his office and title, and as Bishop
Wisconsin has been prominent in the Churcn. tie
is described as a scholar ofquiet,.
The House of Protestant Bishops-has of late yea"
experienced many changes. At present two-tiuras
oi its members date their consecration since I800.
Since Bishop Armitage was consecratrd new
bishops have been elected to the dioceses of Maine,
Montana, Florida, Georgia, Virginia
Vermont, Missouri, Oregou, Long island, Albany,
Central New York, Nevada and Arizona, Arkansas,
New Hampshire, Maryland, ^utb Carolina, Cen-
tral Pennsylvania, Niobrara, Cape PalmaB, Massa¬
chusetts, Colorado and North Carolina (assistant).
The burial of Brnhop Armitage will take place in

St. John's church, Detroit, on Thursday morning,
nth lnst., at eleven o'clock. Prayers wlU be
offered in the chapel of Ht. Luke's Hospital at hair-
past eight o'clock on Tuesday morning.

John C. Underwood.
John C. Underwood, United States District Judge

1 for the District of Virginia, died suddenly at a late
hour of the night of Sunday, the 7th Inst., of apo¬
plexy, at his residence in Washington. Daring
the previous day he seemed in better health and
spirits than usual, but was carried from life by an
unexpected stroke of illness.
Judge Underwood nad passed the middle period

of life, verging towards sixty years of age, having
had an adventurous and rather eventful career.
He was born in Herkimer county, New York, and
remained a resident there until about the year
1860. Alter being admitted to the bar he opened
an office in the village. The precise time Is not
now recollected, but It must have been about the
year 1888. At that time he was a member of the
whig party. Prom his deieat lor office in the whig
party he became an abolitionist, and down to the
time he lelt the county was an Abby Kelly Foster
abolitionist. He opened a law office, but he never
was able as a lawyer to command much practice.
At one time some mischievous boys in the village
drove a donkey into his office and left him there
all night. Palling as a lawyer he made himself
conspicuous in the abolition movement, and oc¬
casionally delivered abolition and temperance lec¬
tures, until at length he purchased some standing
wood and commenced getting out wood and ties
for the railroad company. Finally, he broke up and
went with his family to Fauquier county, Vir¬
ginia, to live upon lands which belonged to his
wiie. His wife is a lady with whom he became
acquainted while teaching school in Virginia, and
to whom he was married about 1830. Bhe is a Vir¬
ginian and honorably connected, being a double
cousin of the late confederate General stonewall
Jackson. Mr. Underwood continued to reside on
bis wife's lands until 186«, when he turned up as a
delegate from Virginia in the National Republican
Convention whtcii nominated Fremont lor Free ient.
His sentiments on the subject of slavery
obnoxious to the people, and, therefore, modestly
concealed until an opportunity of their sale exposi¬
tion was afforded, at the time oi the Fremont
campaign, when, in the midst of a few flBhermen,
he raised a pole at Oecoquan, bearing a dag in¬
scribed with tne name of the abolitiou candidate
for the Presidency. This was more than his neigh¬
bors telt like enduring, and Mr. Unuerwood w»h
forced to leave to avoid sharper castigation than
be had been wont to inffict on the rising heirs of
Fairlax. During the war he was appointed to a
judgeship, and the conclusion of peace left liiro the
highest judicial ortlcer in the Eastern district of
Virginia. The first official Inni tion of a public
nature which he discharged was, on the return of

Seace, to launch against a citizen of the
tate a proclamation which rendered his
name lamous, to a very considerable extent. No
Booner had this charge been issued than its
object was uniolded in the summoning ot a cloud
oi witnesses oelore the Grand Jury, in order to
base on their evidence an indictment against Gen¬
eral Lee. The Judge became largely interested In
the disposal of confiscated property at the Honth.
The Richmond (Va.) BulieUn, speaking of a cele¬
brated case which occurred in this connection,
said:."We are credibly informed Judge Under¬
wood, who was in this city making arrangements
to hold a term of the United Btates Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia, is at presentoocupy-
lng the dwelling house oi Mr. William M. McVeigh,
in Alexandria, ana claiming to be the lawful owner
thereof In fee simple, by virtue of a decree of
confiscation and sales entered in Ills own
Court. This house, worth fully $20,000. was
sold by tne marshal oi Judge Underwoods
court for the sum oi $1,500, and Judge Underwood
himself became the purchaser. Mr. Mc\ eigh is
over 60 years of age, and never held office oi any
sort under the Conlederate government. He was
indicted, we see, last week, before the Grand Jury
of Noriolk lor treason. The constitution of the
United States and the laws of every civilized land
require that a man shall be convicted of treason
beiore bis property be confiscated; but Judge Un¬
derwood baa in this case, for reasons that can be
easily seen through, reversed the regular sequence
of legal proceedings, it also declares that no at¬
tainder lor treason 8hall work a lorfeiture of land
beyond the life of the person attainted. We are
not surprised, though, at his mistake Id this
particular, as we hear he never had a license to
practice law before he was placed on the Bench."
At one period of his life Judge Underwood was ap¬
pointed to an agency In a Virginia emigration soci¬
ety, then founded in New York. The next heard of
him he turned up at the Chicago Convention which
nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Fresldency. and
again as a delegate from Virginia, although he had
ceased to be a resident of that State. At Chicago
it was reported of him that he bad been^engaged,an part or his business since he left \ irginla, in
peddling the celebrated Helper book, and at that
time be had it ou the streets of Chicago for sale.
After the election of Mr. Lincoln, Mrs. Underwood
interceded with the President in his behalf for an
appolutment, and he was appointed to some office
in the Treasurer's Department. This office he held
until he was appointed to the high and important
position from which he has Just been removed by
death.

Setb Adams.
Seth Adams, many years well known as a busi¬

ness man of Boston, and, with his brother, the first
manniacturer of the Adams printing press, died on
the Hb lnst., at his residence, in Newton, Mass.

THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

Dr. Cheney Accept* the Position of Asso*
ctmte Blahop.

Chicago, Dec. 8, 1373.
A meeting of tbe congregation of Christ church

In this city was held this evening to take Into con¬
sideration the recent movement of Dr. Cheney, its
rector, in regard to tbe formation of the Reformed
Eplsoopal Church. There was a large attendance,
and the greatest unanimity characterized the pro¬
ceedings.
Mr. Hubbard was elected Chairman, and prayer

having been offered, Dr. Cheney addressed the

meeting, detailing what had been done at the New
York Convention, and stating his determination to
be not to accept the associate bishopric If it inter¬
fered with bia discharge of tbe duties of pastor of
Christ church. He said he felt able to All tbe posi¬
tion, although not possessing very great respect
for sotne of the bishops, because of the new views
regarding tbe office which would prevail In the
new Church. He threw the whole responsibility of
deciding the matter on tbe congregation.
Mr. Hubbard proposed tbe lollowing resolu¬

tion
Whereas Rev. Dr. Cheney has called this meeting of the

congregation to consider the question of his acceptance
oi tiit position oi Associate Bishop ol the Keiormcd hpis-
copal Church.

fhcrelorc resolved, as our expression of tha feeling of
thia people, that we repurd it as the dutv ol Rev. Dr.
Cheney to accept the responsibilities of tho episcopate,provided It will not prevent his continuance In the exer¬
cise of his pastorate among us.
Arter a short discussion, in which all the speak¬

ers favored the resolution, It was put and carried
unanimously, every person in the assemblagerising. The meeting then closed with the singing
of the Doxologv.

Dr. Cheney telegraphed to Bishop Cnmmlns, after
the close of the meeting, bis acceptance of the po¬sition of Associate Bishop, bnd stated to the
IIRRAi.ii representative that the ceremony of con¬
secration would probably take place next Sunday,
ns all parties were anxious that no time should be
lost.

BALDWIN EXPEDITION REPORT,
Discovery of m Route for the Proposed

New Railroad In ttah.
Salt Lakh Citt, Otab, Dec. 7, 1873.

The Baldwtn expedition reports tho discovery of
what is claimed to be the only practicable route for
the proposed railroad to connect this section of
country with the Texas and Pacific Railroad on
the thirty-flttb parallel. It passes through the Iron
and coal region of Iron county, Utah, to SLOeorge,
ana thence down tho virgin and Colorado riven.

THE V1LLE DU HAVRE.

Contradictory Statements Concerning the Con¬
duct of Her Officer! and Crew.

TELEGRAM TO THE HEW YORK I'ERALO.
London, Dee. 8,1078.

The latest reports In the Engl.ah papers In IW
gard to the conduct of the officers and crew of the
Yilie dn Havre are confused and contradictory.
A telegram from Glasgow says the Captain of tho

Loch Earn has reported to the owners of his ship
that the charges reflecting on Captain Snrmont, of
the Vllle du Havre, are untrue, and that those
against the crew are greatly exaggerated.

CAPTAIN 8IJRHONT AND BIS CREW.

A Vindication of the Frencla Captain
and Crew.What Mr. Mackenzie Says
About Them.
There were no inquiries yesterday at the office ol

the French Steamship Company in regard to the
passengers ol the Vlile du Havre. The news of tho
arrival of the crew of the Loch Earn, published in
yesterday's Hkrald, was the subject of considera¬
ble comment among the attaches of the company.
Mr. Mackenzie, the agent or the line, was asked hj
a reporter of the Heiiai.d what he thought of the
statements of the Captain or the Loch Earn reflect¬
ing upon the conduct of Captain Surmont and of
the French orew. He replied that he did not believe
one word of those statements, and had jnst tele¬
graphed to Paris to obtain a true and trustworthy
account of the points mentioned by the captain of
the Loch Earn. "Or all our captains," Mr. Macken¬
zie said, "Captain Surmdnt would be the very laBt
to abandon the ship. The despatch In to-day's
(yesterday's) Hebald conflicts with all the pre¬
vious despatches; If they were true It most surely
be wrong altogether. Of course, sailors are apt to
exaggerate, and ^should not be astonished If some
of the crew or the Loch Earn had made some state¬
ments of this kind. One thing, however, is cer¬
tain.Captain Surmont never deserted the ship
until all nope was gone. As regards the saving of
the second officer, be would very naturally take
charge ol one or the boats, and as to the general
charge of cowardice, I have never heard such a
charge preferred against the French people or any
French crew. Captain Surmont us the oldest cap¬
tain of this company. He was one of the most
tender-hearted meu I ever saw, and 1 know that
be would rather risk his owu life than to see the
lives of others imperilled." Mr. Mackenzie pro¬
nounced the statement that the clothing of the
French officers was dry ludicrous and "rather too
strong," because lu all probability nobody's cloth¬
ing was dry. He explained the fact that so many
sailors were saved by saying that a certaiu number
ol sailors must have gone into every boat In order
to manage it. lie had no donbt that on authentic
contradiction of the entire statement would arrive
to-day, when he would take pleasure In giving it to
the press.
Mr. Henderson, of Henderson Brothers, said they

had no news in regard to the wreck of the Loch
Earn, except what they had read in the Hkrald.
The Loch Earn was only consigned to them and
belonged to Altken, Lilhurn A Co., of Glasgow.
They expected no particulars, as they had not a
penny at stake, when Mr. Henderson's attention
was called to the statements of the captain ol
the Loch Earn, reflecting upon the French crew,
he said:."Whatever Captain Robertson says is
true. He is a man on whose word I place implicit
reliance and whom I should always believe." The
Loch Earn, Mr. Henderson said, was worth about
$100,000, and the freight probably tbe same amount.

A SQUATTER WAR.

Three Thousand Citizens of Carbondale
Contest with the Delaware and Hnd«
son Coal Company the Title to the
Hootei They Have Built and Occupied
for a Long Tcrnj^ of Yesrj,

Scramton, Pa., Dec. 8, 1873.
What promises to be one of the bitterest con¬

tests that has yet been waged between labor and
capital in the anthracite coal fields or Pennsylvania
has been inaugurated between the Delaware and
Hudson Coal Company and Its workmen at carbon-
dale City. A few days ago the company, through
its mining bosses, Issued notices to Borne of the
miners and laborers in and around Carbondale,
who hold land on its property by what is known
as the squatters' right, that unless they signed
leases for their lots they would be discharged from
the works. This action on the part of the company
fell like a thunderbolt among tne men, who look
upon it as a kind of unjustifiable coup de main to.
rob them of the little homes, which many of them;
by upwards of 40 years of incessant toil, had
created; and accordingly they refused to comply
with the ukase.
The company discharged several men, and an

Indignation meeting was forthwith held, in which
resolutions were adopted declaring this arbitrary
conduct, and volunteering to support the men who
had been discharged as long as they were out ol
employment. A committee was appointed to wait
on tne company's representative in this region
with a view to a settlement of the difficulty, and
he answered that the company's order snould be
carried out regardless of consequences.
The men immediately held another meeting and

resolved to resist the company to the bitter end
ra.her than submit to a system of villauage
or accept leases of the laud, the owner¬
ship of which they claim by a squatter
right of over 21 years peaceable possession.

I visited carbondale this aiternoon, with a view
to eliciting the real facts in a contest that has pro¬
duced the most profound state of feeling in this-
reglon. Carbondale is 17 mil^s from Scran ton, on
the Lackawanna River, and is the oldest city in
the valley. It Is built in the bosom of Lackawanna
Valley. Tne bleak, black hills sloping up gently
east and west of the city are dotted here and there
with the begrimed and miserable huts ol the squat¬
ters. The city itself is a straggling concern, ita
principal street being upwards of a mile in length
and mostly lined with irregular and old frame
buildings. The Court House Is a modest brick
structure, standing in the public square, and at a
short distance half a dozen churches, almost in ¦
cluster, lilt their spires heavenward, while all
around the city the black coal breakers loom up,
seeming to lend their color to store and churchand
spire. *
About 45 years berorc Carbondale was a city, the

Delaware and Hudson Coal company having pur¬
chased that tract of land with a view to develop¬
ing its mineral treasures, found a great difficulty
in obtaining men to work in the mines, owing to
the extreme isolation of the place, as well as to
the dangers that presented themselves at that day
to men unaccustomed to work in the coal mines,
accordingly the company, through its mining en¬
gineer, Mr. Ciarkson, offered, as an Inducement to
workmen, lots which they might build huts upon
and cultivate at win. tree or charge. In this way
about sou acres were disposed of. Some men took
merely space enough lor a cabin, some one acre,
some two and some ten, and so on. The bumr hlvo
of industry was soon started. The coal shaft was
sunk, the breaker erected and out of an unin¬
viting wilderness of morass and forest the work¬
men brought neatly tillea gardens, and built up
one of the most thriving cities in the county.
Everything went on in harmony until 16 yearn

ago, when the company brought 'suit against an
obstreperous squatter, Sandy McDonald, for posses¬
sion or the lot on which he had settled. After
keeping the matter before the court for some
time the suit was abandoned, and Sandy remained
in lull and practical possession, although the
neighboring squatters ef that day subscribed
liberally for htm to defend the matter should the
company prosecute it further. Some time after¬
wards Sandy aold his right to a Mr. Nealon, ol
whom the company has since proffered to purchase
it. It is now wotth 120,660, coal included. Three
years ago the company prevailed upon some of its
men to take leases, and since that time nothing
has been heard of the matter until a
few daya ago, when tne mine bosses told
several men that if tuey did not take leases of
their lots tney would be discharged. The order
was stoutly refused, and an organization of a
miners' and laborers' beneficial and protective
association at once entered upon.
Alreadv in a day or two, 300 men have enrolled

their names. In a conversation with one ol the
oldest and most Intelligent miners in Carbondale
to-dav be said it was their Intention to on/old the
old flair oi tbe Miners' Union again, and that it
would be successiul this tlffie. He added:."li is
a hard tbing to see men that for over SO years have
strained twne and sinew to build up the Dataware
and Hudson Coal company and to build np this
city crowded to the wall m their old age, when
they are decrepid and leebie and moneyless, aitt*
when the times are so bad."
The disputed property consists of about 300 acres

and is peoptea by about 3,000 persons, or a little
less than one-third ol the entire population of
Carbondale. I understand that the Coal Company
is Arm. and will use every means in its power to
assert its legal ownership of the land; while the
men, on tne other hand, are determined to bold
possession under the squatters' title, and to realot
what they consider the unjust and tyrannloal mea¬
sures taken by the company, in threatening them,
with a general dismissal Irom employment The
result threatens to be moat injurious to Carbon¬
dale, as the place has neither manufacturing nor
farming resources to fall back on, and Is entirelydcpendant on the coal works for its support.


